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North Dakota Airline Passenger Demand Showcases Remarkable Recovery in 2021 

 
 
North Dakota’s commercial service airports finished calendar year 2021 with a statewide total of 886,809 
airline passenger boardings.  This is an increase of 314,716 passengers or a 55% increase from 2020.  All eight 
commercial service airports were able to provide services to more passengers in 2021 than they did in the 
previous calendar year. 
 
In 2021, the airports also tallied 887,914 passenger deplanements for a grand total of 1,774,723 passengers 
(enplanements and deplanements) that traveled through the commercial service terminal buildings of North 
Dakota over the past year.   
 
Airline boardings have been adversely affected since the beginning of the pandemic when the state 
experienced an immediate 95% percent decline in passenger numbers during the month of April in 2020.  
Since that time, the state has been continually trending in a positive direction and in recent months, the 
recovery in passenger demand has grown to an average of 17% below 2019’s pre-pandemic levels.   
 
The recent growth in demand throughout 2021 has also encouraged airlines to begin looking to add more 
flights, destinations, and seat capacity to airports; though challenges with workforce shortages have limited 
their up-scaling ability.  Demand for aviation workers has and will continue to create opportunities and 
provides encouragement for our youth to consider a career in the aviation sector.  Pilots, aircraft mechanics, 
and unmanned aircraft operators are just a few of the exciting career options that are projected to continue 
to be in high demand in the near future.    
 
Despite all challenges, North Dakota continues to provide the public with a high level of air service availability 
as the state’s airports provide the public with ten non-stop destination options (three are seasonal). All eight 
of the commercial service airports in North Dakota also continue to provide their communities with reliable 
jet service.   
 
“The past year was one of significant challenges for the aviation industry as it worked to accommodate a 
large recovery in passenger demand while pro-actively mitigating risks associated with the pandemic and 
workforce shortages.”  stated Kyle Wanner, Executive Director of the North Dakota Aeronautics 
Commission.  “Amongst these challenges, North Dakota’s airline passenger demand is within reach of a full 
recovery to 2019’s pre-pandemic levels.  The success of the ongoing recovery showcases the resiliency of 
our state as well as the importance that aviation transportation provides to all of our communities.”  
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YTD Boardings Comparison of Commercial Service Airports

Through December

YTD 2021 YTD 2020 YTD 2019 YTD 2018 YTD 2017 YTD 2016 YTD 2014YTD 2015 YTD 2013 YTD 2012 Difference
 2021/2020

% Change

Bismarck 213,668 150,161 309,337 282,363 272,739 271,022 259,734 245,205 236,172 63,507 42.29%237,683

Devils Lake 6,581 3,865 6,973 6,684 6,644 6,290 4,760 2,676 2,998 2,716 70.27%2,667

Dickinson 17,369 11,368 23,901 22,592 18,938 16,795 41,846 58,843 23,796 6,001 52.79%35,277

Fargo 399,172 238,508 471,333 422,190 392,889 395,614 429,251 448,848 364,727 160,664 67.36%398,677

Grand Forks 66,785 46,410 114,627 112,027 114,707 128,847 142,639 142,782 135,209 20,375 43.90%146,068

Jamestown 11,142 5,655 11,175 11,808 12,865 11,123 7,996 3,428 3,861 5,487 97.03%2,672

Minot 125,762 84,601 165,988 151,658 143,172 151,706 182,872 222,144 224,421 41,161 48.65%222,083

Williston 46,330 31,525 88,235 73,795 68,685 68,021 106,945 119,069 37,359 14,805 46.96%94,459

314,716 55.01%886,809 572,093 1,191,569 1,083,117 1,030,639 1,049,418 1,176,043 1,242,995 1,139,586 1,028,543TOTALS
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Difference 
2021/2020

Bismarck 20,794 14,537 29,009 26,854 23,771 24,884 25,079 25,497 22,492 21,657 6,257

Devils Lake 681 377 656 632 540 547 596 534 250 266 304

Dickinson 2,096 925 2,498 2,257 1,963 1,668 1,882 5,097 4,078 1,742 1,171

Fargo 39,913 19,820 46,021 36,422 34,156 34,841 34,049 37,943 36,334 31,281 20,093

Grand Forks 4,706 3,818 9,589 9,725 10,692 11,638 12,456 12,756 12,109 12,278 888

Jamestown 1,213 604 1,119 907 924 840 896 610 214 300 609

Minot 13,077 8,039 15,718 13,908 13,022 12,625 15,918 20,765 20,828 19,523 5,038

Williston 4,892 2,237 7,674 6,424 6,116 5,626 7,268 11,031 9,144 6,190 2,655

TOTALS 87,372 50,357 112,284 97,129 91,184 92,669 98,144 114,233 105,449 93,237 37,015

80.64%

43.04%

Dec Boardings Comparison of Commercial Service Airports
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62.67%



North Dakota Airline Passenger Boarding Trends

(2019 - 2021)
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ND vs. TSA Enplanement Retention

Month ND TSA
Mar-20 56.8% 48.3%
Apr-20 5.4% 4.7%
May-20 13.9% 9.6%
Jun-20 24.1% 18.9%
Jul-20 35.9% 26.1%

Aug-20 42.8% 29.0%
Sept - 20 44.2% 32.3%
Oct - 20 46.5% 35.6%
Nov - 20 45.0% 37.1%
Dec - 20 44.8% 37.6%
Jan - 21 47.1% 39.7%
Feb -21 54.9% 42.6%
Mar-21 67.7% 52.2%
Apr -21 67.5% 58.7%
May -21 71.4% 67.0%
Jun -21 80.8% 74.0%
Jul -21 84.0% 79.5%

Aug -21 80.9% 76.9%
Sept -21 83.9% 76.8%
Oct -21 85.0% 79.3%
Nov -21 87.5% 83.8%
Dec -21 77.8% 83.8%

Airline Enplanement Monthly Retention Rates

National statistics were retrieved from TSA website:  https://www.tsa.gov/coronavirus/passenger-throughput 

North Dakota versus National Average
(Comparing each month to the same month in 2019)
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North Dakota Historical Airline Boardings

(1990 - 2021)
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