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(cont. Airport Assoc. News)

We are looking forward to the 1989
Upper Midwest Aviation Symposium. I
believe we will be covering subjects which

~will be of interest to most airports. Ten-
atively, some of the topics to be covered

include Airport Funding, Flight Service
Station Update, Airport Pavement Reha-
bilitation Program, Underground Fuel
Tank Useage and Military Aviation in
North Dakota. For the first time this year,

in conjunction with the North Dakota
Aeronautics Commission, AAND will be
presenting Airport of the Year awards
in three categories. We look forward to
seeing you at the symposium.

North Dakota Aviation Maintenance Mechanic Safety Award Program

Every year an effort is made to single
out the most outstanding maintenance
technician in a competition known as the
Mechanics Safety Award Program. This
effort allows the public to recognize the
importance of the role maintenance techni-
cians play in aviation safety and also
focusses the attention of industry toward
the vital contribution made by all aviation
technicians. This program is sponsored by
the North Dakota Professional Aviation
Mechanics Association Safety Program.

This year’s winners will receive the
following prizes:

First Place:  $300.00 cash award plus

paid convention expenses
Second Place: $150.00 cash award
Third Place: $50.00 cash award

The objective of the North Dakota
Aviation Mechanic Safety Award Program

Paul Smith, President NDPAMA

is to recognize those mechanics making an
outstanding contribution to aviation safe-
ty through the performance of their duties.
This effort enables the public to recognize
the importance of the mechanic’s attention
on the vital safety role they play in the
practice of aviation maintenance.
PLEASE READ THE FOLLOWING IN-
FORMATION CAREFULLY BEFORE
COMPLETING THE ENTRY FORM.

An entrant must be working in North
Dakota as an active aviation mechanic. He/
she must hold a current FAA airframe
and/or power plant, repairman, instrument
or avionics technician rating. He/she must
be skilled in the methods, techniques and
practices necessary for the performance of
maintenance, inspection or alteration of
aircraft as a whole, or any of the major
propellers, air-frames, avionics and ap-

ENTRY FORM FOR

pliances. Eligible mechanics may submit
an entry form for themselves or for a friend
or co-worker. Entries should be made
using the information contained on this
form and submitted no later than February
10, 1989. To: Paul Smith, 211 Mercury
Drive, East Grand Forks, MN 56721.

Screening of the entry forms will be
done by the Aviation Mechanic Selection
and Award Committee, comprised of
members of the NDPAMA and the local
FAA office. They will thoroughly review
all entry forms to assure that the entrant’s
“‘outstanding contribution’’ is within the
guidelines specified. All entries will be
judged without regard to race, creed,
color, sex or national origin. Selection of
the recipient will be made by the Selection
and Award Committee, and their judge-
ment is final.

NORTH DAKOTA AVIATION 1989 MECHANIC SAFETY AWARD PROGRAM

INSTRUCTIONS: Use a separate form for each entry. All entries must be either typewritten or neatly hand lettered.

Name: FAA Certificate No:
Address: FCC License No:

Telephone No:
Employer:

Employer’s Address:

Year first designated a Maintenance Technician:

Years experience:

ENTRY DETAILS: Give brief but factual description. Drawings, photographs or other presentations may be included to assist the judging committee.
All entries become the property of the Selection Committee and will not be returned.

(If additional space is required, attach additional sheets)

ENTRY SUBMITTED BY: (if other than entrant)

Name:

Address:

Employed by: (Name and address)

Position Held:

Date:
:

¥

Signature of person submitting entry:

FOR SELECTION COMMITTEE USE ONLY




ON THE LEGAL SIDE

Courtesy of Law Offices of
Robert D. Powell, Washington, D.C.

Every once and a while each of us must go through a period of self examination.
We know for sure that a whole host of people are examining us, and that ample informa-
tion exists within reach of those interested in aid of that examination. But do we really
want that much to be known, especially in the Public Domain? And what if it is not
accurate? We all know what an accurate, much less an inaccurate report of a credit bureau
can mean, and what it takes to clear one up. How about an inaccurate or incomplete
file being maintained by the FAA. Do you think that can ruin your day? You bet it can!

In 1974 the government passed the Privacy, and the Freedom of Information Acts.
(5 USC 552 a et. seg.) This legislation was intended to protect the individual from
unwarranted governmental interference in his private life, and to keep the government
from hiding its activities from the Public. With the respect to the FAA, at least, the road
to you-know-where is paved with these good intentions.

In a whole host of complicated statutory and regulatory enanctments, the govern-
ment has set forth laws designed to collect and maintain information, and release it, when
theoretically appropriate. There are even rules provided for the correction of inaccurate,
incomplete, untimely or irrelevant information.

First of all, the age of information never renders it ‘‘untimely’’. Once information
is on the computer, and it has been placed on it within a reasonable time of the subject
matter of the report, it will be there forever. The FAA/DOT has no mechanism to remove
ancient history, nor will the Courts compel its deletion. It will endure and be timely
for eternity.

More importantly, inaccurate information, or incomplete information, even if
accurate, is very difficult to remove. In order to do so, a request must be made under
specific regulatory and statutory authority to amend the record. This office made such
a request in early November of this year with respect to an FAA “‘incident report’’.
It seems that a pilot, a certified flight instructor, wishing to join the airlines, had a
so-called incident over six or seven years ago, while instructing a student pilot. The
incident was minor; no accident occurred, and no one was charged with a violation. The
FAA report of the incident itself was inaccurate, in addition to being incomplete as no
mention was made of the fact that no violation resulted. The information is still on the
computer as of this date, and has cost the individual at least one job with a major airline.

Sometimes, the information is irrelevant. In the above circumstances, under the
statutory and regulatory enactments involved, only the NTSB has jurisdiction to main-
tain records of incidents if they are not violations, but only in accordance with a specific
set of guidelines set forth in section 830.5(a) of the Board’s Rules. In this instance the
NTSB rules did not require an incident report to be kept, and the NTSB does not have
arecord. The FAA does, despite the fact that it has no jurisdiction to maintain the infor-
mation. The information is clearly irrelevant as to the FAA’s mission, as its maintenance
is not authorized by law. Yet, it is still on the computer.

In another case, where an individual paid a civil penalty in compromise of an
alleged violation, without admitting guilt, a record of violation is being kept by the FAA.
Payment of a compromise of a civil penalty does not entitle the FAA to carry the infor-
mation as a violation. To do so would be inaccurate, and irrelevant. It has been several
months since this office asked that the information be stricken, with no response as yet.

= So if you are doing your self evaluation, and would like to know what to

really think of yourself, ask, under the Freedom of Information Act, that the FAA
provide you with a print-out of their file on you. You might be surprised. You may do
so by writing to the FAA’s Aviation Standards National Field Office, P.O. Box 25082,
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73125.

NDAAA UPDATE

Cynthia Schreiber-Beck

North Dakota was well represented at -
the National Agricultural Aviatio
Association Convention held recently in
Las Vegas. Although none of the locals
“‘won big”’, the event was successful in
terms of the number of applicators in at-
tendance, the interest on the display floor
and the program. Those who were able to
view the ‘*‘Mock Trial’’ received an educa-
tion. A future plan is to have VCR tapes
available for the state associations in order
for everyone to benefit from this endeavor.
It was also Barb Deck’s first starring role
and North Dakota needs another actress in
Hollywood.

Besides snow and cold in 1989, the
NDAAA is facing an attempt to change
existing legislation (4-35-21.1) as well as
heading off any legislation that may
adversely affect aerial application in North
Dakota. If you are aware or become aware
of any unfavorable legislation, please con-
tact NDAAA President Tim McPherson.

With the new year, the NDAAA is en-
couraging all past members to re-enlist in
the ranks and prospective members to join
us. Although the $25.00 dues is not due
until the March Convention, Dupont is giv-
ing 10 ounces of Harmony to the first
twenty-five operators who becomr
members. (Send dues to Box 843,
Wahpeton, ND 58074.)

John Lefforge and Cameron Wischer
have been putting forth a lot of effort in
the NDAC to ensure the NDAAA portion
of the March convention is successful. This
event is for you. Hopefully, all aerial ap-
plicators and pilots are planning to attend.
See you there.

MOVING?

Each time a newsletter is returned because of an
address correction we pay the post office 30¢ plus
another 25¢ to remail it. So if you are planning
on moving please save us the time and expense
by sending your new address to:

Greg Haug, Editor/Publisher

North Dakota Aviation Quarterly

P.O. Box 1306

Williston, ND 58802-1306
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