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THIRTY=TWO AIRPORT AUTHORITIES_CREATED_IN NORTH DAKOTA

The Airport Authority Program in North Dakota is rolling along in high gear,’
To date, 32 airport autherities have been created in the State, which msn@canxmm
~municipal Airport Authorities; two County Authorities and the first Interstate AirT-
port Authority in the upper mid-west. o - ’ P
"~ Since the first of the year, the cities of Larimore; West Fargo; Gwinner; . -
Parshall and Drayton, N.D. have created new municipal airport authorities, ~Larimore,
West Fargo and Drayton, N.D. authorities plan new airports. Gwinner authority plans
to build a new industrial airpark type of airport with a 3,400 ft. X 75 ft. paved .
runway, taxiway, apron, install medium intensity runway lights, with future expansion
of the runway to 4,200 ft. c : :
" Two county-wide airport authorities have vmm:.ﬂﬂmmnmas one fo
other for Slope County, FREE T o R : L

The cities of Breckenridge, Minnesota and Wahpeton, N.D. n«mmnma in zmwnr..dmmm
an interstate Airport Authority, which is & First in the upper mid-west. The w_ﬁq
port at Wahpeton is now known. as the :mwmorm:nmamozgmyvmﬁon,“:mmﬂmnmnm w.mmoﬁn .

The combined cities of Breckenridge, Minn. and Wahpeton, N.D. are jointly
funding improvements at the Wahpeton, N.D. airport for the joint use and benefit of
both cities. The first improvement ‘project calls for paving the NW-SE runway
3,300 ft. X 60 ft.; paving of 600 ft. of taxiway and apron, and the _wmﬁmﬁdmnq03 of
medium intensity runway lights. A total of $45,988. in Federal=aid airport funds
has been allocated for this project. L

Wahpeton members of the new Interstate Airport Authority are <Mﬂu‘d Sturdevant;
Dr. Glenn L. Wiltse, Chairman and Dean K. Bassett. Breckenridge, Minn, members are
Mark Lorenz; Russell Kostelle and Lawrence Wittenbreer. ‘ i
, The first interstate airport authority was created under the powers provided
by the -North Dakota State Airport Authorities Act. Special legislation macnmwa by
the 1967 Session of the Minnesota Legislature permitted the City of mqmnrmqwmamm«
Minn. to enter into agreement with the City of Wahpeton, N.D. for the acquisition,
operation, maintenance and improvement of a joint use airport, to be located in
North Dakota. - R, . , ‘ ,

The new m«moxmnqmamwezmrnmﬂo:.u:ﬁwﬂmﬁmﬁm Airport was dedicated on March 26,1968
with the presence of North Dakota Governoy William L. Guy and Minnesota Governor
Harold LeVander, as well as Minnesota Commissioner of Aeronautics, Lawrence McCabe
and Harold G. Vavra, Director of the North Dakota Aeronautics Commission. Also
present were Enoch W. Anderson, Chief, FAA Airports Branch and omﬂm“¢ L. Trout, FAA
Airport Engineer, both from Minneapolis, as well as Mayor Paul J. Beithon o%
Wahpeton and Mayor A.B. Wegner of Breckenridge, Minn. In attendance were City
council members and airport authority members from both cities and state legislators
from both states. . o ” .

The name of the Interstate Airport meVannﬂama,ncv_ﬂn_<‘acwmsmuﬁrm dedication
by a toss of a coin taking place at the center of the interstate bridge, over the
Bois De Sioux river, which separates the two cities and both states. The Mayors of
Wahpeton and Breckenridge first aﬂmz,mwnmim”nowawﬁmwam:m which mayor would call the
coin toss. Mayor Wegner of Breckenridge drew the long straw and in turn nmdmma
heads'!, which won the coin toss. Thus the Mayor of Breckenridge won the privilege
of naming the airport, which he did, as the Hgreckenridge-Wahpeton Interstate
Airport', : , . :

The North Dakota Aeronautics Commission has scheduled meetings at McClusky and
Wathalla, N.D. In May, to present to these cities the airport authority mncm«ms.
McClusky has no airport; while Walhalla has an airport which needs certain improve-
ments. ; , X % ok K K : : ‘ :

. INDUSTRIAL AIRPARKS

r Sioux and the

More and more ‘industries are asking for industrial airpark sites on the alrport
proper, so that they may.park and hangar their company owned aircraft next to the
plant and maintain maximum efficiency with their aircraft. This request comes from
industrial prospects, whether they locate on ''general aviation airports'' or on a
ticombined airline-~general aviation airport's In addition, many industries request
such a facility to permit their suppliers of parts and raw materials to be in a
position to fly to the plant. Many industries are using company owned aircraft as
a part of their sales and service department and expect to fly customers to the
plant and inspect their products. ,

. Cities and airport authorities in the state should up~date their airport master
“plafis, to set aside sites on or near the airport, for light industry and distribution
types of business. Such planning makes it possible for a city or airport authority
to show an industrial prospect that the community has ''a plan'' to meet the require-

,-ments of the new industrial airpark concept, which is the future trend. .

© Many existing airports may require additional land for this purpose, which

may be available now, but may be lost to other uses, if a plan is not implemented

soon. The N.D. >nwo:wcﬁmaw Commission has a 30 minute color and sound 16mm film,

entitled ""Best Investment Ever Made'', which promotes the industrial airpark concept,

The film will be loaned upon request. ;

ok o KK
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