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ACCIDENTS - continued (Buck 0, Ryder = FATAL) :
Investigation revealed -~ That whilte the specialist briefed the pilot before his
departure at 1158 CST Minot, the 1200 CST sequence gave Minot as balloon measured
of 600 overcast with a 7 mi visibility and very light snow grains, temperature of
20 degrees with a dew point of 17 degrees, wind of 350 degrees at 3 knots,

Minot's elevation is 1723! while the elevation of the crash site is approximately
2300' which resulted in a pinching out of ceiling in the vicinity of the accident site.

Williston on the 1200 CST sequence gave the ceiling as 12000 scattered, thin over-
cast visibility at 15 plus and temperature of 39 degrees, dewpoint of 31 degrees,
wind at 190 degrees at 4 knots, : ,

Other pilots in the vicinity of New Town and Stanley reported that this particu=
lar cloud bank terminated to the west of Minot in a ragged line a few miles to the
east of Stanley southeastward., A freezing rain was reported in the area.

PILOT: James Wakefield, Devils Lake, N.Dak. , V

Time & Place: February 27, 1965 - 12:45 a.m. = 3 miles south of Bartlett, N.D.

Pilot Time: 130 hrs. TT, Private ASEL, age 20

Aircraft & Damage: Cessna 172 - Damaged wing rudder, stablizer, prop, gear, fuselage.
INJURIES: Minor ‘
Pilot Statement:Wasn't conscious of altitude. Didn't have good reference.from ground.
Hit wire, made force landing without any sight of ground. ,
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PILOT: Verlin E. Hanson, Bartlett, N. Dak.

Time & Place: March 6, 1965 ~ 8 miles south of Bagley, Minnesota

Pilot Time: U413 hrs. TT, Student, ASEL, age 17

Aircraft & Damage: Cub Tri-Pacer PA~22, Damaged prop, nose wheel, engine cowl, top of
ribs, both wings, rudder and fin, left wing struts.

INJURIES: HNone ,

Pilot Statement: | was on cross country flight for my private license. Flew from
Devils Lake, N.D. to Bemidji, Minn, Refucled at Bemidji for flight to Fargo, N.D.
After take off from Bemidji, | heard a unusual noise. | varied the throttle but this

didn't make any difference in the noise. It soon stopped and it (noise) was so light
that | continued my flight, Ten minutes later, | lost power from 2500 RPM to _moo RPM.
| immediately applied carburetor heat and the RPM drop to 1500. The carburetor heat
failed to bring up the RPm, so | shut off carburetor heat. The RPM still remained at
1500. | worked the throttle but this failed to raise the RPM. Meanwhile, | headed
for open area in a heavily wooded area. It was the only open field within range and
it was downwind. My ground speed was very high when | touched down. This area was
covered by about two or three feet of snow which caused colapse of nose wheel and the
plane then went over on its back and came to a stop. |t was impossible to maintain
altitude so as to enter this field for upwind landing. On my decent to this field,

| had my carburetor heat on all the time but failed to raise my RPM over 1500, Work-
ing the throttle, also failed to raise the RPM. : .
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PILOT: Glenn Ellis, 901 Regal Row, Dallas, Texas
Time & Place: April 8, 1965, 12:40 a.m.” - Grand Forks, N. Dak.
Pilot Time: 2858 hrs. TT, Private, AS&MEL, Instrument, Age L
Aircraft & Damage: Piper PA-23, Aircraft totally destroyed.
INJURIES: FATAL to pilot and passenger (August Teixoirs, Jr., Newark, N.J. ;
Investigation revealed =~ That pilot had been briefed by Minneapolis, Minn. Weather
Bureau by telephone at 2128 CST before departure on an IFR Flight Plan to Grand Forks,
N.D. Pilot cancelled the IFR at 1225 a.m. CST and reported over the Grand Forks VOR
at 1226 and was given landing information. At 1235 or 9 minutes later, he reported
that he was unable to find the field and was going back to approach control, Alrcraft
was advised that it was over the airport prior to the crash by the Grand Forks Air
Force Base radar approach. At 1240 personnel on the Grand Forks Municipal Airport
heard the planes' engine stop suddenly. Aircraft not located until early morning near
the east end of the east-west runway. The 1200 a.m. sequence gave the Grand Forks
weather as measured cefling of 2800 scattered, 10,000 overcast 10 mile visibility,
temp. 33, dew point 30, wind at 20 degrees at 5 knots. ,

Veather at time of accident was 300' mile visibility, temp. 33 degrees, fog.
The 0100 a.m. sequence gave the weather on a special as indefinite 300 ceiling, 7 mile
with fog, temp. 32, dew point 30 degrees, wind at 40 degrees at 10 knots.
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PILOT: Rudolph R. Hettich, McLaughlin, South Dakota

Time & Place: April 20, 1965, 1700 CST, Ranch land located 8 miles SE of Selfridge,N.b.
Pilot Time: 11:20 dual, 96:15 solo hrs TT, Student, age 50.

Aircraft & Damage: Piper PA-18, aircraft totally destroyed.

INJURIES: FATAL

Investigation revealed - That the pilot had departed the home ranch SE of Selfridge
and proceeded to a point SE of the ranch 4 or 5 miles to inspect a fencing project on
a quarter section of land that he had recently purchased. Hettich's son and a hired
man were fencing on the property when the elder Hettich arrived and circled quite low
over the area in preparation for a landing. From eye witness accounts and from what
can be determifed, the aircraft stalled completely during a right turn and a height of
approximately 65', Aircraft impacted nearly vertically, reducing the cabin area to a
fraction of its original size, killing the pilot immediately.
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