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ACCIDENTS

Time & Place: May 14, 1964 = 10:30 a.m., Wright Field, Michigan, N.D.
Pilot Time: 2140 hrs, TT = Private ASEL, age 42 = G
Aircraft & Damage: Cougar - Severe breakage of tubing at landing gear attachment
statiod. .. - Injuries: None i
Pilot Statement: On May 14, 1964 | was on a cross country flight from Crookston,
Minn. to Michigan, N.D. departing the former about 9:40 and arriving over destination
about 10:30 a.m. Michigan Airport has four runways but the wind was between the
south and southwest runways, quite strong and with much ground turbulence. | made a
power approach to the couth with the wind meking the approach quite difficult, 4:m
tailwheel made contact with the ground first, then the main wheels about 500! down
the runway. When the main wheels made contact they came down in a very deep rut
from a truck or tractor which had been driven across the runway, when it was extremely
soft from heavy rains earlier. As a result, the wheels could not roll until after they
tore through the side of the run, plowing a furrow about 2 ft. long. The impact was
such that had | not been wearing a shoulder harness, | would have sustained injury
from hitting the instrument panel, Although no immediate damage was discernible,
sheer forces had made the airframe weaker and it is believed, subsequent use of the
aircraft (4 flights) caused progressive deterioration, due to flexing action of the:
spring steel landing gear, causing fuselage members affected to bend and crack where
weakened by impact. The aircraft was thoroughly inspected immediately after the
landing, including dropping of cowlings, etc., covering the affected members,
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Pilot: V.M. Draper, Crookston, Minnesota

Pilot: Myron Good, Rolla, N, Dak.

Time & Place: June 1, 1964 - 6:30 p.m. - Rolla, N.D.

Pilot Time: 1000 hrs. TT -~ Commercial - age 37

Aircraft & Damage: Piper PA-18 - Damaged landing gear.

Injuries: None ; g , ‘

Pilot Statement: | took off with a full load of chemical and % mile from the field,
the engine started missing and then quit. | landed in a summer fallow field and the
landing gear collapsed. There is some minor damage to one wing.
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Pilot: James R, Grimm;, 120 W. 8th St., Williston, N. Dak,
Time & Place: June 2, 1964 = 10:30 a.m. = Wright Field, Williston, N.D.
Pilot Time: 63 hrs. TT - Student, ASEL, age 40, S e e e
Aircraft & Damage: Piper PA-28, Damaged propeller and nose wheel. ‘Injuries: None
Pilot Statement: Point of departure, Glasgow at 9:15 a.m., destination, Williston,
N.D. Came in on final approach, touched down, bounced and bent nose wheel "and pro-
peller. Nose wheel collapsed, ,
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Pilot: Dave Hilling, 1620 - Ist Ave, West, Williston, N.D.
Time & Place: June 16, 1964 - 3:30 p,m. - Mandan, N.D.
Pilot Time: 201 hrs. TT =~ Private, ASEL - age 31 , :
Aircraft & Damage: Piper PA-24, Damaged two wing panels and flap by steel fence posts.
Injuries: None A A - ; ‘ ‘
Pilot Statement: Following a three hour wait at Bismarck for rain showers to pass
through the area and ceilings to lift, departed Bismarck and landed at Mandan. Due
to relatively calm wind conditions, ground speed at touch down was approximately 75
mph at a point roughly 500 ft. from South end. Due to a great deal of rainfall in
the preceding week, the runway was extremely slippery and braking action produced
little effect on ground speed. The plane was going approximately 80 mph as the end
of the runway appeared, at which time the plane was turned and brought to a stop 5 ft.
from runway end, with one wing extending over the fence line marking end of strip.
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Pilot: P. Roy Gregware, 1239 East Highland Acres Road, Bismarck, N.D.

Time & Place: July 16, 1964 - 7:05 a.m. - Wyman Field, Mott, N. Dak.

Pilot Time: 104 hrs. TT - Private, ASEL - age 43

Aircraft & Damage: Piper PA-24, Severe damage to aircraft. Injuries: None

Pilot Statement: Hot humid day with no wind. Normal run up and check off list run
through, all functioning normally. Brakes applied and power applied before take=-off.
Brakes then released exceptionally long take-off run before plane left ground. After
breaking ground, plane settled back. Landing gear struck ditch on side of elevated
road at end of runway, collapsing the gear and throwing the plane into the ditch at
opposite side . of road.
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Time & Place: July 27, 1964 - 3:00 p.m. = Fordville, N.D. :

Pilot Time: 1400 hrs., TT - Commercial, ASEMEL, Instrument - age 26,

Aircraft & Damage: Cessna 180, Bent prop, wings, gear, elevator, wing strut.
Injuries: None . £ :

Pilot Statement: On take-off roll, the aircraft went over a ground swell, leaving the
ground before flying speed was obtained, As a result, the plane drifted to the left,

striking a rock and tearing the landing gear from the aircraft.
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