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ACCIDENTS

Pilot: Roger A. Lyman, Grace City, N. Dak. - Aerial Applicator .5

Time & Place: June 6, 1964 ~ 5:36 p.mi - 1 mile East of Churchs Ferry, N.D.

Pilot Time: 2hO hrs. TT, Commercial ASEL, age 23 o ; s

Aircraft & Damage: Piper Cub PA-11 - Bent prop, damaged wing tip, bent longerones,
bent right 1ift strut, damaged landing gear. Plane owned by lakefield Flying Service
Injuries: None - ‘ : : ‘ “ L :

Pilot Statement: | was on a final approach and | didn't see the cross lines when 1
saw them, | applied full power and pulled up. The prop cut the wire and it wrapped
around the landing gear. The wire stayed on and | didn't think 1 could break it, so
| made a 180 and made a forced landing in a field, SRR

WX, S )
SN

Pilot: Bronson Deon Branscum, 2601 - Lhth St., Lubbock,Texas - Aerial Applicator

Date of Birth: May 1h, 1937 - age 27 - Second class medical issued May 1,6k
Restricted to glasses, worn at time of accident. Commercial SMEL, Instructor,
Time: Last 2k hours (3), Last 90 days (100), 3,000 hrs. TT ;

Aircraft:  Aeronca 7BCM, Lycoming 135, 90 gal. inside unit, approximate 25 gal on
‘ board at time of accident, Substantial destruction. Aircraft owned by

Miles E. Gibson, Airway Sprayers, Lubbock, Texas.

Summary; Accident that caused fatality, occurred at 7:30 M5T, 2 miles North, 374
miles E. of Elgin, N.D, Wind NNW 1-5 mph light cloud cover. Louis L. Renken, age 18,
flagman and ground crew man of the particular operation, stated that due to excessive
winds, no work had been done throughout the day. Towards evening, the wind died
down and they proceeded to work,working about 1 hour before the accident. :
The pilot was working this field N=§ and had finished his 3rd pass which was
made, heading South. After pulling up to clear the farmstead and trees, he executed
the standard turn to the left than back to ﬂrm“wm@rn;moﬂp:mm_ﬁmﬁcwj‘mzmﬁjq;mm he went

from the left bank to the right bank, he apparently stalled and the right wing drop-
ped and the aircraft struck the around at a steep angle. « ey ;k v
ﬁ Pilot was killed instantly as the occupiable space of the cockpit area was
reduced considerably, causing damage to his head, chest and abdomen, !mpact was
great enough to fail old military seat and shoulder harness at all attachment points.
Possible reason for the cause of stall may have been the inadvertent proximity
of the pilot to the MDU power transmission line. Although the power line is approxi-
mately 1000 feet from the edge of field being sprayed, it is on a higher elevation
mmaﬂwsw pilot may have been too low and he mommmad%;wmmrwmzm&;3mm;ﬁcﬂ:»amcmwzm‘ﬂrm
stalbis - ook _
Pilot: Lanny L. Helm, Anamoose, N.D. Aerial Applicator (B ‘
‘Time & Place: June 10, 1964 - 10:45 a.m, - 1/2 mile north and 1+ mile west of
‘ ~ Lincoln Valley, N.D. o L ‘
Pilot Time: 250 hrs. TT, Commercial ASEL, age 25, |
Aircraft & Damage: Piper PA-11 - Right wing, tail section, prop and right gear

damaged. Plane owned by Mid-States Aviation fnc., Mandan, N.D.

Injuries: None s , G :
Pilot Statement: Felt airplane start to fall, increased to full throttle, engine
gma not pick up, wwmma to roll out of medium bank, noticed tack below 1500 RPM, got
wings level, then right wing dropped. Hit road, plane landed in ditch. ,

X S
e e

Pilot: cvzmakma;zanwzmnxmw, Ryder, N.D. ;,bmwmmﬂ;>ﬁnﬁmnwwcw  , o
Date of Birth: Dec. 23, 1930 - age 34, Commercial, SEL, lInstructor,
Time: Last 90 days, 25 hrs - Total Time - 4,400 hrs.

Aircraft: Piper m»z,mv N-2678P, Lycoming 90 hp. 60 gal. outside camﬁm empty at time
of accident. Aircraft totally destroyed, Aircraft owned by Alfred C.
Pietsch, Pietsch Flying Service, Minot, N.D. = T

Summary : d_ﬁ.jmm been determined in questioning M. Verr Cunningham, age 5k, located
1 mile £, mile S. of Ryder, N.D., on whose farm the plane was based and a Mr.
Leonard Kasstner, age 24, chemical man and flagman, that the following sequence of
events took place: o e - ; oy
i ~ During the day of the accident, June 14, 196k, Meriwether had taken his
wifé to the hospital at Garrison, N.D, to await the birth of the couple's second
child. At about 4:00 in the afternoon, preparations for spraying started and the
m“wﬂnmﬁﬁ was loaded with a load of chemical am:rcv;m:a‘nwm‘nmuoﬂ;wmxmma out of the
farmers yard and proceeded North 7 mile on a road to a junction of another road, He
then took off to the East to spray a field North of Ryder. ot |

He returned and reloaded with chemicals and 3/& tank of gas nwkm re Fi
South of Ryder. After take-off, the chemical man, Mr. Leonard mmmmn:mqnmwwamﬁmmmﬁmm
expected Red(the Pilot) back about 8:15 and he got back a little earlier, about 5
minutes. Kasstner said he was on the road near the dump grounds, when he first saw
Red -pproach from the South. He was at about 3 or & hundred feet and started a series
of 3 snap rolls, losing about 100 ft. of altitude each time. . -









